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The 225kW community wind turbine is the third year 
of operation under the ownership of the 
HoTTWind@Longley Community Benefit Society.  

This newsletter summarises the progress on our 
community wind turbine project since the last 
newsletter which was circulated to Members in April  
2018, and covers the Year 3 Quarter 3 financial 
reporting period from April to June 2018. 

 

19.1 Wind Turbine update 
Availability of the turbine in the quarter was 95.2% 
overall against a target of 97%, producing some 
87,058kWh against a budgeted quarterly average of 
142,997kWh.   

Utilisation was 17.9% against a target of 29.1%, mainly 
due to the low wind speeds in the quarter! 

The recent wind turbine performance is indicated by 
the following chart showing the May 2018 output: 

Performance in the quarter has been lower than 
budgeted, principally due to lack of wind in the past 
few months as part of the recent long hot summer 

weather. In May 2018, the average wind speed was 
the lowest since the turbine was commissioned and 
well below the 10 year average (see the following 
chart). 

The performance over the last 12 months is 
summarised on the following chart, followed by a 
comparison with previous calendar years compared 
with the budgeted long term yearly output for the 
wind turbine – note that 2018 and 2017 are above 
average years, and 2016 was a below average year: 
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A number of outages occurred in April and early May 
due to an auxiliary contactor fault causing 
intermittent comms failures. A loose connection was 
identified and fixed, along with replacing a comms 
card.  Communications have remained active since 
then. 

Carbon savings in the quarter were estimated at about 
35.9 tonnes.  

Overall the turbine is performing well. Despite the low 
generation output this quarter, overall generation and 
income should be within budget for Year 3 as planned.  

19.2 Community Benefit Society 
Costs have been within budget for the quarter 

Repayment of Members investment shares is due to 
commence in Year 4 (from January 2019 after the 
AGM), as set out in the financial projection of the 
share offer. The Directors are currently considering 
how this will be applied to Members and their 
differing share holdings. The Directors intend to be 
open and transparent with Members on the principles 
the Board will adopt for redemptions.   

In September 2018, the Board intends to issue a paper 
to Members setting out these investment share 
redemption principles and also asking Members to let 
us know if they wish to offer to voluntarily redeem all 
or part of their investment shares. The Board will then 
decide and plan for the repayment of Members 
investment shares in the year 4, the financial year 
2018/19. 

19.3  The Bright Green Community Trust 
The community wind turbine business, 
HoTTWind@Longley, donates its community fund 
contribution to the Bright Green Community Trust 
(BGCT). 

Applications are still being invited for grants up to 
£2,000 (and can also be part of a contribution towards 
a higher cost project), for local projects which are: 

  community-based,  

  reduce carbon emissions and  

 contribute towards a more sustainable future 
. for the Holme Valley community

The 2018 BGCT application invitation process closes 
on  – applications have to be 12th September 2018
made on online via website link below: 

http://www.one-community.org.uk/looking-for-

funding/bright-green-community-trust.php 

If you know of any organisations that have green 
carbon-saving projects in the Holme Valley that would 
benefit from funding, please pass on this information. 

19.4 Turbine site visit 
15 Members visited the wind turbine site at Hade 
Edge on  Sunday 17th June 2018.

Rachel Lee, Project Manager, gave a 
presentation on the wind turbine 
and its performance. She also 
showed the members the 
equipment inside the turbine 
tower. Members were not allowed 
up the turbine for H&S reasons, but 
did have the opportunity to try on 
the safety harness used for climbing 
the tower! 

Katie Kempf from Longley Farm also spoke about the 
role that Longley Farm had played in the project. 

The visit ended about 12 noon, after with a glass of 
Prosecco in a celebration of the success of the wind 
turbine community energy project. 

The Directors   
HoTTWind@Longley 
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